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Coming July 23rd...Good morning, Mt. Diablo!
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Offered at $1,650,000

Town sends opposition letter to MOFD board regarding possible
fire flow tax rate hike

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Town Council at
its July 14 meeting discussed
an upcoming Moraga-Orinda
Fire District board meeting
agenda item, which involves
the possibility of raising Mor-
aga’s Fire Flow Tax. Moraga’s
zone not only contains the
town itself, but portions of
Orinda and unincorporated
Contra Costa County.

As defined in the 2019
Lamorinda Weekly article,
“MOEFD Fire Flow Tax Un-
changed for 2019-20,” a fire
flow tax “quantifies the risk
of fire to a parcel. MOFD uses
a complex formula to deter-
mine the number of fire flow
units allotted to a parcel, but
key variables in determining
the figure are parcel size, the
installation of a sprinkler sys-
tem and construction type. In
short, the more of a fire haz-
ard a property is, the more

the “fire flow’ — water —is
needed to save it.”

Currently the FFT in both
Moraga and Orinda zones are
assessed at $0.06 per fire flow
unit. That rate was originally
capped in Moraga’s FFT zone.
However, according to Town
Manager Cynthia Batten-
berg’s July 14 staff report to
the town council, “In 1992,
the voters in the former Mor-
aga Fire Protection District,
fearing a reduction of prop-
erty tax revenue funding,
voted to increase the cap of
the FFT to thirty cents ($0.30)
per square foot. The property
tax revenue reduction never
occurred, and the FFT has not
exceeded six cents in the
Moraga FFT zone.”

When MOFD formed in
1997, Orinda’s FFT rate of six
cents was established to
match Moraga’s, at which
point both zones have been
assessed identical amounts.

That rate differed by one cent
during 2006-07, when
Orinda’s FFT zone needed
funding to improve its water
system.

The staff report points
out the benefits Moraga and
Orinda share in having con-
solidated high quality fire
services, better response
times and taxpayer savings,
while stating that MOFD’s fi-
nances are in great shape and
show no evidence of requir-
ing additional funding for
capital.

The town council dis-
cussed key points of the op-
position letter coming from
the mayor’s office, one of
which was to note that
MOFD’s funding has been ad-
dressed several times, most
notably in a June 15, 2016
MOFD staff report entitled
“Analysis of Funding Equity
Between Taxpayers of Orinda
and Moraga”. This report

maintains that MOFD was
formed in order to provide no
separation of service between
Moraga and Orinda zones
with an equalized FFT. Fur-
thermore, in 1999, MOFD’s
move to combine financial
operating and capital ac-
counts served to acknowledge
its commitment to integrated
fire services.

The mayor’s letter also
states that changing to a sep-
arate accounting system for
each municipality could im-
pact the quality of services
and reveal that Moraga’s
property owners could pay
more for their share of ser-
vice due to the higher cost of
providing service to Orinda.
Some of the factors include,
“large portions of the Orinda
FFT zone is in a Cal Fire des-
ignated very high fire hazard
severity zone; emergency re-
sponses to many properties in
the Orinda FFT zone are im-

peded due to the rural, nar-
row and hilly nature of many
roads; the necessity of ongo-
ing extensive fire prevention
work in North Orinda; inade-
quate water supply issues in
parts of North Orinda; and
that three of the five MOFD
fire stations are in Orinda.”
The letter also notes that
Orinda’s fire insurance rates
are higher than Moraga’s and
is an indication of why their
FFT rates should actually be
higher.

In conclusion, the council
urged the MOFD Board of Di-
rectors to approve a contin-
ued six cent FFT rate for both
Moraga and Orinda and re-
quested that the board “not
spend taxpayer dollars on an
expensive analysis to explore
changes to the integrated sys-
tem to deliver fire services
that benefits ratepayers in all
areas of the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District.”

The Valle Vista subdivision — Moraga’s own Lost Clty of Atlantls

By Vera Kochan

More than 100 years ago
there existed an area of land
known as Subdivision No. 3
called Valle Vista. Originally
owned by the Moraga Com-
pany, which is famously rec-
ognized as the agricultural
firm responsible for the
town’s early pear and walnut
orchards, Valle Vista began in
1914 and included as many as
98 lots averaging one and two

acres each. It is estimated that
at least 58 families had
houses there with some hav-
ing purchased multiple lots
that were sold for approxi-
mately $500 each. Most of the
community of Valle Vista,
much like the Lost City of At-
lantis, is now under water,
and anyone would be hard
pressed to find remnants of
its existence. But, the truth is
out there.

If driving to Oakland via
Canyon Road, one will notice

the Valle Vista Staging Area
located less than a mile from
Canyon Bridge on the left
hand side, where a large dirt
parking lot stands welcoming
the cars of hikers wanting to
trek the trails currently
owned by East Bay Municipal
Utility District.

The land was originally
owned by Joaquin Moraga
and his cousin Juan Bernal in
1835, as part of the 13,316
acre land grant from the
Mexican government. It was
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A drought stricken portion of Upper San Leandro Reservoir
after passing Valle Vista with the town of Moraga in the

background.

sold twice before it was even-
tually bought by the Moraga
Land Company in 1913. Soon
the area was mapped out in
preparation for the
subdivision.

Several of the new home-
owners commuted to work,
and in order to accommodate
the increasing need to con-
nect the Lamorinda area with
Oakland and beyond, the
Oakland-Antioch and Eastern
Railroad (later called Sacra-
mento Northern Railroad),
built stations at Pinehurst,
Valle Vista, Moraga (across
from Moraga Barn), and Bur-
ton. The Valle Vista station
was located across the street
from the current hikers’ stag-
ing area, above Canyon Road
on the hill.

Valle Vista had seven
main streets, five of which
connected to Canyon Road.
There were also two main
creeks running through the
tract: Moraga Creek and San
Leandro Creek. EBMUD’s
predecessor in the 1920s was
East Bay Water Company. In
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1923, it decided to create a
reservoir (Upper San Leandro
Reservoir) alongside Valle
Vista and began buying up
the low-lying properties of the
vicinity in order to protect the
purity of the drinking water.
By 1926, while creating the
reservoir, the two creeks
were flooded, as expected, re-
sulting in many of the aban-
doned homes currently lying
under water. EBMUD contin-
ued to purchase more prop-
erties in Valle Vista through
subsequent decades.

Who were the people of
Valle Vista? In an upcoming
Lamorinda Weekly article,
details of Subdivision No. 3’s
former residents will be
revealed.

Special thanks to Moraga
Historical Society President
Susan Sperry, Historical Soci-
ety Member Sam Sperry,
EBMUD Ranger Naturalist II
Leatha Harris and Moraga
Boy Scout Troop 212’s Eagle
Scout Mason Fara.

Tuesday, Aug. 10, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
See also AUHSD meeting page A2



